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CARING FOR YOUR WOOD FLOORING SYSTEM

GENERAL CARE

HUMIDITY & VENTILATION

SINCE ALL WOOD FLOORING WILL EXPAND AND CONTRACT AS RELATIVE HUMIDITY VARIES, IT IS
IMPORTANT TO MINIMIZE EXTREMES BETWEEN LOW AND HIGH. HARDWOOD FLOORING IS
MANUFACTURED AT MOISTURE CONTENT MOST COMPATIBLE WITH A 35% - 50% RELATIVE HUMIDITY
RANGE.

GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS AND AVAILABLE MECHANICALS DETERMINE THE TYPICAL RANGE OF
TEMPERATURE AND HUMIDITY FOR EACH FACILITY. MAINTAINING A 15% FLUCTUATION BETWEEN
HIGHEST AND LOWEST AVERAGE INDOOR RELATIVE HUMIDITY PROVIDES LIMITED SHRINKAGE AND
GROWTH.

EXCESSIVE SEPARATION & TIGHTENING

SEPARATION BETWEEN FLOORING BOARDS COMMONLY DEVELOPS DURING WINTER LOW HUMIDITY, AND

FLOORING TYPICALLY ALIGNS GENERALLY RIGHT DURING PEAK SUMMER HUMIDITY CONDITIONS. WHILE

MODERATE SHRINKAGE AND EXPANSION IS NORMAL, MAKE USE OF AVAILABLE HVAC SYSTEMS TO PREVENT
EXCESSIVE TIGHTENING AND SHRINKAGE OF FLOORING.

KEEP WATER & GRIT OFF THE FLOOR SURFACE

PROTECT YOUR FLOORS FROM TRACKING MOISTURE AND GRIT AT EXTERIOR DOORWAYS BY PROVIDING
SUITABLE FLOOR MATS, AND CHECK MATS FREQUENTLY TO ASSURE NO MOISTURE IS TRAPPED
UNDERNEATH. CORRECT ALL LEAKS IMMEDIATELY AND PROTECT YOUR FLOOR FROM EXCESSIVE
CONDENSATION MOISTURE BY PROPERLY INSULATING DUCTWORK, INTERIOR DRAINS, AND DOWNSPOUTS.
ANY DAMPNESS WITHIN YOUR BUILDING SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF YOUR ARCHITECT
AND ENGINEERS.

DAILY CARE

SWEEPING THE FLOOR

SWEEP YOUR FLOOR DAILY WITH A DRY DUST MOP. FLOORS WITH HEAVY USE SHOULD BE DUST MOPPED
UP TO THREE TIMES A DAY.

FOR MORE THOROUGH DAILY CLEANING, AN UNTREATED DUST MOP MAY BE SPRAYED WITH APPROVED
DILUTED (WARM WATER) FLOOR CLEANER (SUCH AS POLOPLAZ HARDWOOD FLOOR CLEANER) ESPECIALLY
COMPATIBLE WITH GYM FLOOR FINISHES. APPLY CLEANING SOLUTION TO DUST MOP AND NOT DIRECTLY
TO FLOOR, AND REPLACE SOILED DUST MOP COVERS AS NECESSARY. DO NOT ALLOW CLEANING RESIDUE
TO BUILD UP ON THE FLOOR SURFACE FROM EXCESS TREATMENT OF DUST MOP.

SPILLAGE/SPOTS/STAINS

WIPE LIQUID SPILLS AND WATER FROM THE FLOOR IMMEDIATELY WITH A THOROUGHLY WRUNG SOFT
CLOTH OR THOROUGHLY WRUNG MOP DAMPENED WITH APPROVED FLOOR CLEANER.

REMOVE CHEWING GUM BY APPLYING CRUSHED ICE IN A PLASTIC BAG UNTIL THE GUM BECOMES BRITTLE
ENOUGH TO CRUMBLE OFF THE FLOOR SURFACE. CLEAN REMAINING RESIDUE WITH CLOTH DAMPENED
WITH FLOOR CLEANER.

REMOVE AGGRESSIVE MARKS (BLACK MARKS, RUBBER BURNS) WITH CLOTH DAMPENED WITH CLEANER.
APPLY CLEANERS USING A SOFT CLOTH, NEVER A ROUGH OR TEXTURED CLOTH.
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FLOOR LOADS
SIGNIFICANT POINT AND/OR AREA LOADS CAN AFFECT THE INTEGRITY OF THE WOOD FLOOR SURFACE
AND ATHLETIC SUBFLOOR COMPONENTS.

POINT LOADS

POINT LOADS REFERS TO CONCENTRATION OF WEIGHT ON A SMALL AREA OF THE FLOOR SURFACE.
EXAMPLES OF HIGH POINT LOADS INCLUDE WHEELS THAT ARE CROWNED OR TAPERED RATHER THAN
THOSE MAKING FULL AND FLAT CONTACT, AND WHEELS THAT INCLUDE CENTER RIDGES REMAINING FROM
THE MOLDING PROCESS. OTHER EXAMPLES OF DESTRUCTIVE POINT LOADS INCLUDE SHOE CLEATS, AND
TABLE OR CHAIR LEGS WITH SMALL CONTACT POINTS.

AREA LOADS

AREA LOADS REFERS TO BROAD BASED LOADS THAT ARE LESS LIKELY TO COMPRESS WOOD FIBERS, BUT IF
SIGNIFICANT ARE LIKELY TO DAMAGE FLOORING AND/OR SUBFLOOR COMPONENTS. EXAMPLES OF
EXCESSIVE AREA LOADS INCLUDE MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT SUCH AS HOISTS AND LIFT VEHICLES.

APPROPRIATE PROTECTION

APPLICATION OF PARTICULAR LOADS SUCH AS PORTABLE BASKETBALL GOALS AND EQUIPMENT STORAGE
CARTS CAN REQUIRE ADDITIONAL WHEELS. MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT SUCH AS HOISTS, LIFTS AND
OUTRIGGERS CAN REQUIRE ACCEPTABLE PROTECTIVE MATERIAL ON THE FLOOR SUCH AS A LAYER(S) OF
SHEETING AND FLOOR FINISH PROTECTION SUCH AS RED ROSIN PAPER.

IMPORTANT:

NEVER
SHUT DOWN THE VENTILATING SYSTEM IN YOUR FACILITY FOR A PROLONGED PERIOD OF TIME.

NEVER

USE A HOUSEHOLD CLEANING PRODUCT OR PROCEDURE. THEY CAN BE HARMFUL TO THE FLOOR FINISH
AND TO THE WOOD AND MAY ALSO LEAVE FLOORS STICKY OR SLIPPERY, AND POTENTIALLY HARMFUL TO
ATHLETES.

NEVER

ATTEMPT TO MODIFY OR REPAIR YOUR SPORTS FLOOR WITHOUT FIRST CONSULTING WITH YOUR
FLOORING CONTRACTOR. DO NOT BLOCK OR OBSTRUCT EXPANSION SPACES AROUND THE FLOOR’S
PERIMETER OR ADJACENT TO COLUMNS AND INSERTS. MAKE ADEQUATE EXPANSION PROVISIONS IN
FLOORING AND SUBFLOOR BEFORE LAGGING FIXTURES, EQUIPMENT OR BLEACHERS THROUGH THE FLOOR
SYSTEM INTO THE CONCRETE.
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